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Rich DelGrosso and Jonn Del Toro Richardson
“Time Slips on By”
It doesn't seem right, a mandolin playing the blues. It's as hard to imagine as Eric Clapton plucking the banjo.

But, there it is, and it turns out the mandolin has been a part of the blues for a long time, going back to jug and string bands. W.C. Handy recalls watching a blues mandolinist as early as 1903, and Charlie McCoy rose to prominence in the 1920s. Even Muddy Waters recorded at least once with a mandolin player.

And in this context, with Rich Del Grosso, nominated five times for a Blues Instrumentalist Award, joining electric guitarist Jonn Del Toro Richardson, it makes all kinds of sense.

The two Houston friends put a Texas blues spin on everything, adding horns here and there and harmonica from Sonny Boy Terry.

Del Grosso switches between a ringing National resonator mandolin and an old Gibson, sometimes laying back while Del Toro Richardson blazes away on this set of 14 originals.

It works best in the opener, “Baby Do Wrong,” with the dirty, fuzzed-out ZZ Top treatment. Horns lift tracks like the title cut and “Where's Laura.” And then Del Grosso proves his choice of blues instruments is no novelty on “Mandolin Man.”

